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Making	Champions	In	China	

China	wants	to	be	the	world’s	number	1	country	at	international	sports	competitions.	It’s	training	thousands	
of	young	people	to	“bring	home	the	gold”.	In	China	there	are	3,000	special	schools	to	train	young	athletes.	
The	 Chinese	 government	 sends	 experts	 to	 every	 city,	 town	 and	 village	 in	 the	 country	 to	 find	 potential	
champions.	These	experts	are	looking	for	special	talents	and	the	right	body	shape.	The	children	often	start	
their	training	at	the	age	of	nine.	They	live,	study	and	train	at	the	sports	schools.	Life	isn’t	easy	for	the	young	
athletes,	 but	 they	 feel	 proud	 because	 they	 are	 doing	 something	 important	 for	 their	 country.	 It	 is	 a	 great	
honour.	

	

	
	
Students	of	South	Mountain	Middle	School	in	
Mianyang	would	go	to	Spain	for	tennis	training	
Source:	
https://ytsports.wordpress.com/2014/11/03/samaranch-
foundation-to-send-10-chinese-teenagers-to-spain-for-
tennis-training/	
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